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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 





| Dorchester Gaol, Oct, 22, 

CirizeNs, Year 3, of the Spanish Reovolution, 
Tere isa sort of chasm in the political events of the world 
at this moment, and nothing passing on which any thing 
new can be offered in the way of comment. We wait with 
atxiety to hear the mighty words of the Despots in Congress 
at Verona, and after all the menaces of war, report seems 
to say, that the meeting will produce nothing but words. 
Weneed no longer tremble at what such creature can do; 
they are actually rendered powerless by the present degree 
ofknowledge, and I am sanguine enough to think that another 
_ or ten years will extinguish every atom of royalty in 

nrope, 

There is nothing passing at home that is worth.a moment’s 
notice, except it be the steady working of Castlereagh’s 
erenis, So I shall excuse myself from any observations this 
week on politics, to make way fora clearance of the corres- 
pondences and other matter I want to work up in this 
volume. The common tittle tattle about Reform and Politics 
either suits you or me: so “ we'll have none of it.” 


R. CARLILE, 








TO THE CHRISTIAN JUDGE BAILEY. 
LETTER XI. 





Your Prayer Book has been thrown on the shelf again for 
tother two months. My correspondents have been so nu- 
ae late; that I have found but little room in this pub- 
re for any thing of my own, and as you and your Prayer 

re the most insignificant things that [ meddle with, I 


have treated both accordingly. 
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Before 1 touch upon any other subject, I must tel] you 
that the three yeats which you sentenced me to fill out j;, 
this Gaol are nearly expired. I have got into the last month 
and where stands your religion? Has it gained or fost ip 
strength, think you, within that time? I will very soon 
shew you the difference, in the comparative strength | wii 
exhibit to you now to what I could then. I will shew you, 
that you, your pretended laws to punish blasphemy, and 
your three Gods, backed by the Vice Society and Constitu. 
tional Association, are all equally powerless in combating 
my efforts, and the efforts of those who are acting with me, 
to put down the idolatry you practice. -1 even begin to 
doubt whether you, ignorant and weak-headed as you are, 
in politics and theology, even you, will not soon cease to 
boast of Christianity as your religion. You perhaps will 
soon see the necessity of punishing sodomy and female se. 
duction in Bishops and Priests, rather than blasphemy to- 
wards the Christian religion in authors and publishers. Even 
you shall be made to confess, if you live another dozen 
years, that blasphemy was strictly founded in truth and mo 
rality. Even you shall be made to confess, that the Bibleis 
a book of obscene fables, and that to strip a man of all bis 
property and throw him into prison for years, for being ho- 
nest aud bold enough to publish that truth, has been the 
most heinous of all your judicial acts, and heinous indeed 
have been some of them. I feel surprise myself, and all the 
ardour and joy that the most unequivocal succession the 
most praise-worthy attempt can afford a man, at the aspect of 
affairs between such as meand such as you. I defy all yout 
sentences, come as heavy as they will, to check, for an ir 
stant, the certain and progressive annihilation of the Christiaa 
idolatry. I defy the Legislature of this country, corrupt a 
it is, and equal to any thing cruel and villainous, to make 
any laws that can preserve the existence of that idolatry ot 
year beyond its present doom. I defy the whole ol the 
members of the Holy Alliance, with all their hosts of Chris 
tian murderers, to check the progress of the revolutionisl, 
who seek to overthrow despotism and idolatry. 
You and your coadjutors were not content with throwin 
me into a Gaol and destroying all my property on which 
you could lay your hands, but since I have been here, y0 
have made laws purposely to check me; and what bare 
they done pray? Have they checked me at all, as far a 
my scanty means would allow me to go? I say they ” 
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jot, Pam-actaally working with more effect now than in 
\g19,and if you make six more new acts, in the next Ses- 
jon of Parliament, I will still go on personally, or by agents, 
»s brisk as ever, I have now thousands of partizans at- 
tyched:'to my cause exclusively, and that not from attach- 
neat to me as an individual, but from a knowledge that the 
priveiples 1 advocate ure they alone which can effect a Ra- 
ical Reform. My partizans, as a sect, hold more moral 
power than any other’sect or party in this country. They 
wre thé onty body of men who shew an open front and chal- 
lengea discussion of their opinions and principles. This ex- 
hibits moral power, and this will generate a physical power 
thetshall ikewise become superior to that of any other sect 
ot party. . The sect that stands upon a free and open discus- 
ion of matters of right and wrong, is the seet that must fi- 
vally triumph over all others. ‘I’he most intelligent part of 
the community are with me, the most useful, the industrious 
part of the people are with me, though some from fear, and 
some from private interest, do not shew themselves openly in 
the same ranks with me. The whole of the community that 
wrereally philanthropical are with me. Ido not mean those 
who rob first and then return a portion of the fruits of their 
lobberies in alms, but those who seek to give society that 
prosperous foundation that shail leave no alms-seekers. 
These are the only true philanthropists. 

What then have your sentence of incarceration and your 
witoflevari facias availed you? Where is Castlereagh, 
ftom whom you received your orders? Where is Bishop 
Jocelyn who was one of the subscribers to my persecution? 
What sort of a hold-fast do our Priests feel in their tithes? 
When their tithes are gone it will be easy to oust them from 
erery other kind of constrained support. Whatdo you now 
think, Mr. Justice Bailey, of the evils of sedition and blas- 
phemy, and the blessings of taxation and the national debt ? 
) you hold to the same opiuions as you did three years 
sce?) Whilst in Ireland, where the papers tell me you have 

*t, did you visit the hovels of the labouring poor, and re- 
telve & lesson upon the blessings of tithes and taxation? Did 
Jou partake of a meal of potatoes with them? This is what 
joushould have done. 1 do not know any man more than 
reel with whom I should like a private conversation. 
on have talked sé much nonsense and have done so many 
ware Judicial acts of late, and all this with a pretence to 

Metal, that I cannot conceive in what state of mind you 


tte at this Moment, when circumstances have given you the 
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lie on so many points. Excuse those few passing hints and 
queries, and put on the gravity of a monk whilst | discuss g 
few passages in your book of Common Prayer. 


Common indeed is all sorts of prayer, as I have shewy | 


you in former letters, but 1 am now about to show that the 
series of collects are as false as they are common. The firs 
for the first Sunday in Advent begins thus: “ Almighty God, 
give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness. 
and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life.’ This is the very thing [ have been struggling to 
accomplish, and this is the very thing for whicb you haveas. 
sisted in making me fill out three years in this Gaol. [I have 
desired and attempted ‘to cast away the works of darkness 


and to put on the armour of light.” This is the whole daty oj 


man: and for performing this duty how have J been punished? 
We, the Anti-Christians, boast, that, the ‘* Age of Reasoa,” 
and ‘* Palmer’s Principles of Nature,” are works of light, 
and that your protected Jew Books, are works of darkness, 
We challenge open discussion on this point ; we have putit 
in practice, and you Christians, by your powers of darkness, 
seek to answer us by shutting us up in dark places, and 
denying us the benefit of the light. You, Christians, seek 
nothing but worksof darkness. Works of light operate upon 
you as light upen bats and beetles. The majority of you 
would gladly extinguish the whole power of the Printing 
Press, only it fortunately happens, that, both you and tle 
Gods or Idols to whom you pray and whom you worship, 
are powerless on this head. That power of light sball disp 
your powers of darkness; so you may save yourself the 
trouble of any further prayer upon this matter, or of inflict: 
ing any further fines and imprisouments to protect them. 
This collect concludes with a prayer that you, Christians, 
may be prepared to meet your Jesus Christ in his glorious 
majesty, in the last day, and rise to the life immortal. Learn 
from me that there will be no last day. Time changes not. 
It is always the same, and always the centre of the past al 
the future. Wecan only mark time by the motions of mat- 
ter ; the latter is indestructible and imperishable and the for- 
mer can never cease. This is throwing some light upon yo" 
darkness; but you reject the former because your deeds are 
evil. | 
There will be no life immortal. Life like intelligence ® 
the result of organization, only life extends to all orgapizalion, 
and intelligence does not. There is no living Jesus rye 
I deny him ; with all the boldness and honesty o! mind tba 
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ser was embraced by one man. The wh 
<a fable from the lying book of wane oe 
joteson the book of Common Prayer. He “tase to your 
tence than any of the heathen Gods, or those aw more ex- 
ols. Prove the contrary if you can. nee “tated you call 
nore than the sensation of animal dabenibatioas vy: nothing 
eessation of that sensation, and nothing ae as eath isa 
sever Tises to life again, either in the eniuiat hat dies 
vorld, as the same organization. Its com seta vegetable 
may be dispersed among other living heitien but ae 
eadto every organization when death reaches it Ther . Mr. 
justice Bailey, that is an answer to all religion. cletbogi 
ffyou dare. Kv disti "i igion. Dispute it 
y ery distinct animal has a last day, but 
mill be no last day with the whole of mankind ath a 
of the apimal world. With them there will eu e whole 
morrow. ili always be a 
Ina note to the Epistle that f 
Pe s ollow 
“It is one of the great ert ha ter sige ines JOU say 
nakes general benevolence, and whatever has a nde that it 
way, a most important duty.” Was it benevol ear sii 
io send me to this Gaol for three y pnsd oe shh 
ears, and : e years, my wife for two 
years, and my sister for one year, with fives to tl 
of Two Thousand Pounds? W:; aA: acer o the amount 
tell as it benevolence in you to 
sited to ray os + ogtiaite designedly destroyed, not 
ne, but merely to throw _ a 
because | op : y row me into distress 
: posed this thing called Christiani r ‘ 
bein “ iristianity ? Was that 
i «pied pre as yourself? I was your neighbour ; you 
ihn even an evil word against me, as a husband, a 
that which Hand a son, or a member of society, other than 
tus bar l tea on the record, and that you knew to be 
ie a) mn Sogn lgntorteny no crime, no offence against pub- 
S, 
lat aided the c e ot er hand, that, [had published works 
me ause of morality more than all the religi 
ks that were ever writt | J ligious 
Christi vritten or printed. For this 
mstian benevol or this your 
cause [ would Amgipaeat ba to destroy me, and that be- 
tligion.. This nae that morality had its source in your 
ill my offendin ntence contains the head and front of 
characteristic cr oar my situation and that of my family is 
ever is ae feng anreney of Christianity towards what- 
g00n to exhibit fi ut upon you, hypocrite, vile liar! You 
Tou exhib it fine eulogiums on charity, but where h 
ited the : ’ e have 
Da practical part of it ? 
lion second note to this Ri 
ion, you enter on the di same pistle on the word salva- 
isfar as the truth Orch iscussion of avery important point, 
ristanity is concerned. I shall merely 
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touch your two concluding sentences which embrace the 
whole subject. They are as follows: “ It is observable, tha: 
‘the day’, the day of the Lord, ‘ the coming or appearing of 
the Lord’, are spoken of as things of which the converts were 
before apprised. There is no explanation what is meant, a; 
would probably have been the case, had not the meaning 
” . . » 8 
been fully understood.” ‘This second coming of Jesus Christ, 
which is the coming here alluded to, was the foundation oj 
Christianity. Its propagation commenced upon this doctrine, 
that, the Saviour or expected Messiah bad actually lived 
and died in the person of Jesus, and that bis return was at 
hand to make a heaven of this earth, and to give its inhabi- 
tants immortal life. ‘The authorities you have cited from the 
books of the New Testament are sufficient to support myas- 
sertion. ‘They are Matthew x. 22, 23; xxiii. 13; xxiv. $4. 
Luke xxi. 32. John xxi. 22. Phillippians i. 6. iv. 5. Hebrews 
x. 25. 1 Timothy vi. 14. Titus ii. 11 to 14. James v. 7, 8,9. 
1 Peter i. 7. 1 Jobn ii. 28. This was the general understand- 
ing among the early Christians, and this in a great measure 
accounts for the force and moral effects of their fanaticism. 
Such a doctrine among men and women that were really il- 
literate, and such as the Negroes of Africa are in the present 
day, could not fail to take. Life was nothing, in comparison 
to the illusions which a martyr’s death exhibited to them, and 
they scorned the one in search of the other. Seventeen hundred 
years have elapsed,and Jesus Christ is not come again yet, aud 
now the dupes of his name content themselves with going !0 
him after death instead of expecting bim to come and resice 
with them! Fatal illusion! that makes human life a misery, 
to prepare for an hereafter, which science informs us can Le 
ver come! Priests, not content to live in idleness on the pro- 
duce of the labour of their fellow men, become also the 
_torch-bearers of discord and misery, and seek to unman Us al 
every step by their baneful doctrines. We must cast thet 
off before the reign of philanthropy can begin. Itis not sufl- 
cient that we deprive them of tithes, if we make them stipel- 
daries in law by some other shape of taxation: they should 
‘be left like every other class of persons to make the best mar 
ket they can of their labour. The law should not know them 
but as men and citizens. ‘ve 
The second Collect presents asingular contrast in Christiae 
prayers and manners: it is thus: “ Blessed Lord, who wt 
caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; gra? 
that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn oe! 
inwardly digest them, &c.” Now this is not bad language 
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rightly acted upon. Holy Scriptures must be those which ap- 

roach nearest to truth, for the right sense of the word Holy 
sto be mmaculate. But how strange is it that Christians ask 
their Lord to enable them to read and comprehend all Holy 
Scriptures for their learning, and yet seek to chain downall 
jiscussion, and actually to prevent their illiterate followers 
rom reading any thing but the rubbish of words tbat sup- 
port their own doctrines? Literally, this is a prayer for free 
discussion, but none so much as Christians dread the prac- 
tical part of it. My publications are among those that are 
nostholy. The Society for promoting Christain Knowledge 
sues a series of books impressive and explanatory of their 
particular idolatry, and these are all the books they con- 
sider necessary to fall into the hands of the industrious part 
ofthe community. Such conduct produces literary indiges- 
tion, and the reverse of the prayer and sentiment of this 
Collect. 

[pass on now to the Collect for Christmas Day, finding 
nothing that intervenes worth notice; and even here I only 
sop to laugh again at “ the only begotten Son of Almighty 
God born of a pure Virgin.” In one part of the New Tes- 
lament Jehovah is made to say of bis Son, “‘ Thou art my 
beloved Son, this day have I begotten thee;” whilst in the 
Nicene Creed he is said to have been “ begotten before all 
worlds!” Which of these Scriptures is most Holy? If this 
Almighty God had sent amongst us one of those things cal- 
led angels, as his only begotten Son, and, if all our Priests 
were distinguished with a pair of wide spreading wings, that 
as Byron has it, in his ‘“Quevedo Redivivus,” would serve 
them for quills to write with occasionally, then, indeed, our 
credence might have been asked to what they teach; but as 
Wesee no such things, as we have every desirable ground 
lor disbelieving the existences of any such things, and as we 
se all Priests live in idleness, and are nothing less than a 
prey upon the industry of others, it beboves us vot to destroy 
our peace of miud in taking such things upon the credit of 
those priests alone. Give us proofs that there are such Gods 
8 you teach: give us proofs that there are such places as 
you call heaven and hell; and, lastly, give us proofs that life 
any thing distinct from organization, and that it can exist 
when an organization to which it belonged is destroyed, then 
you will afford us grounds to believe your doctrines: but as 
| take upon myself to say, that you cannot give us the 
slightest proof of any of those things, | also take upon my- 
elf to say, that you, with all who teach them, are liars and 
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deceivers. “Born of.a pure Virgin!” This might haye 
done in the daysiof Plato, and during the existence of ih 
Roman' Empire, butshew me a man of sense in this country 
who’ will subseribe'to sach a’ doctrine in the ‘present day? 
“Nothing impossible with God," is the atiswer that will be 
given tome. T'reply, it is impossible such a God can exist 
or would ever have existed, without being better kuown to 
mankind, than it is bow pretended he is or ever was. 


The Epistle which follows this Collect, which. is the be. 


ginning of that to the Hebrews, says, that “ Jesus, was made 
better than the angels.” .How this,can,be explained | kuow 
not, unless Ht was that he could:pass through our atmos. 
phere without wings. In the priats connected withthe Bi- 
ble we always find Jesus painted without, and the angels 
with wings. This is the only distinction our painters can 
give as between them. Surely, it is time that we demand 
from our Priests Some proofs of the existence of this fabled 
feathered race of men. I shall demand them from you, Mr. 
Justice Bailey, before you shall sentence me to another three 
years imprisonment, for disbelieving it and publishing that 
disbelief. 
R. CARLILE. 





CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MR. ROBERT ARM- 
STRONG OF STOKESLY, A PRIEST, AND A QUA- 
KERESS. 
~ salt , (Continued from p. 619.) 





TO MRS. RICHARDSON, 


ONB OF! THE PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS, OF LANGBURGH, 
NEAR AXTON, YORKSHIRE. 


Mapam,,| — , Stokesley, January 4th, 1822. 
Wut. this { return, you the. volume of ‘+ Extracts from the Wntings 
of Fenelon,’};-with,my thanks for the good intentions | believe you 
had, in Jending it. to me, though | must at the same time freely de- 
clare, that. it has heen far, very far, from converting me to Christia- 
nity, but. rather,to. have had.the effect of exciting still were the py 
and disgust, with which I cannot help, viewing that absurd jonties 
knavery, and foolery, especially,,when | look upon it in contrast wit 
the. liberal, and, enlightened sentiments on theology, which are now 
with so much rapidity, spreading amongst the community: [ mean 
pure and simple DEISM. 
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In the late conversation | had with you, you seemed to intimate 
it as your opinion, that people of my way of thinking, did not read 
religious, books inthe proper, spirit; tL am-sorry to say, that bam 
not able, 40 understand, precisely, what you, mean by the words 
“ prop r spires; whether its that sort of inspiration of which the 
particular and. rather, singular class of Christians to which you belong 
pretend t0, or, whether it is that feeling of sincerity, candour, and 
honesty, of which every lover. of free inquiry, and every honest and 
honourable nihd’ so well ‘knows ‘the value; of candour to éxamine 
without prejudice any propdsition, atid of honesty to speak out boldly 
ihe result’ of ‘such examination : if thts be the proper ‘spirit’ you 
nen) 1 am most“happy'to agree with you, that this is not orily the 

per'spirit imwhich to read) religious books; but all other books, 
aswell asitothink,) speak, audvact; on all other sabjects whatever ; 
ad igewhat we may very-;welluhignify with the appellation of the 
pinit of truth. lt isin this {* proper-spirit’’ of |truth, that I have 
always.endeavoured to. be; it is in this spirit of trath, that 1 bave 
aamined the Bible; and in this same spirit of truth, do I declare 
it to be a collection of tthe most absurd, ridiculous, and contemptible 
tales, 1 do not deny that it contains some few good moral maxims, 
bat they are like grains of mustard-seed ina cart load of rubbish, not 
worth the picking ouf, and which might be ail inscribed on a single 
leaf-side. Beside, the good effect of those few good maxims or rules of ino- 
rality,:are ‘more than over-balanced by the many mischievous ones con- 
tained inthesame volume. As to their effect upon society look to the man- 
nersof the present age! look tothe history of the last twenty-five years! 
never before was there a period, when the mania for circulating bibles 
reached to so, fatal an extent as the present; never before:did war, 
bloodshed, amisery, aud devastation, make such havoc with the fair 
lace of Nature, as has been made in this bible-:nongering age, and 
by the very bible-mongers themselves. The late war against France 
was declared by its authors, to be a war for the interests of Re- 
ligion! Oh! Religion! how much hast thou to answer for ?—I1 am 
of opinion, that, were it possible for things to be carried on to the 
end of the present century in the manner they have begun, it might 
veryproperly be designated,the- AGE.oF THE BIBLE AND OF 
BLoop. But to return tomy subject. It is in this ‘ proper spirit” 
of truth, that 1 have read the <“ Age of Reason,” and the “ Rights 
of Man?’ of that’ immortal: philanthropist Tuomas Parse sand 
herelallow me ito pause; and say, with what veneration and respect, 
| hole the'nmiemory'of that great man, and distinguished friend of 
the human race ;.a veneration which | have no hesitation’ of asserting, 
that is saperior both in degree and usefulness, to any’thing'a Ohiris- 
tan can feel concerning «his: Jesus Christ, (who he tnakes a’ God) 
masmuch: as the former is founded upon gratitude to an individual, 
Whovhas done a real good, to a real world here, whereas that of the. 

an‘can never claim to be more, than the selfish joy of a cri- 
ruual, escaping from the punishment of an imaginary hell. Itisa 
‘ct; madam, no donbt well-known to you, that Mr. Paine was born 
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and brought up, a member of- your profession of faith, a profession 
whicl».he always mentioned with the greatest, respect, and | think , 
a eircumstance, which your society ought justly to be proud of, was 
it mot forthe very uncharitable :part, whieh your. driends ia America 
acted towards him when on his :death-bed, namely, that of refusing 
his,sequest to be buried, in» their, buayiug-ground. | There is,, also, 
another constructian, which may be put upon your words,‘ a proper 
spirit,” and although | am! very uawillingito aseribe such a meaning 
to, you, -yet it jis by fantheanast usual sense'in which, the words are 
taken and acted apon by religious people ; Atiis.a disposition of mind, 
aad.in some cases;a determination, to believe  before-hand without 
examination); it is in this spirit generally, that the Mahowetan reads 


his; Koran, aod, the Christian »bis Bible :-+this is the true spirit of | 


prejudice, or.of faiths .or,, more properly speaking, the spirit. of 
Jalsehood, and assuch, must necessarily. ever be at war with the 
spit of truth... L have no doubt ia; my mind, ; but that it was in this 
spirit of falsehood, that 1 was nepresented to you asa ‘‘ blasphemer,” 
an Atheist,” and as aman of most ‘{ dangerous princeples,” To 
you, madam, | shall ever feel grateful, who with that open, candid 
manner so peculiar to, Quakers, first gave me an opportunity of re- 
futing such infamous calumpies, During five years which | have been 
in business in this town, my character has been constantly held up, 
by religious people, as an object:worthy of the hatred and detesta- 
tion, of every man who had ‘‘ @ soul to be saved” as their cant phrase 
goes. Ihave been publicly preached against, (all but by name) 
in the Methodist Chapel of ‘this place; and. the public heve been 
taught from the pulpit, to shua me as a pestilence, *‘ for what can 
be expected from an Infidel, what can be expected from a man without 
a soul >?’ said one. of their priests ene Sunday, when alluding to the 
same subject. 

There is another point relating to my political, or as they are repre- 
sented, my ‘‘ seditious” and. ‘* rebellious’’ principles, upon which 
I shall.take leave to make a few observations. You had been told as 
you informed: me, that 1 was a ‘‘ Radical Reformer,’’ which was 
true—and that ‘‘ consequently,” L was ‘ one of that sort of people, 
who wished to cut the rich people’s throat's and get their property 
from them,”’—which for the honour of human nature, have | occa- 
sion to say is false! By the term, Radical Reformer, is meant a person 
who contends for a Radical or real Reform iu the representation of 
this country, or one who advocates the right of Universal Suffrage; 
that iis, for every, man of 21. years of age, of sound mind, and free 
from crime; to have du: equal right:to vote for members of Parlia- 
ment, whd are appointed to make the Jaws he is to be governed by ?; 
and, where is the:man that has this right, and can at the same time, 
with the Jeast pretensions to honesty, attempt to deny it to his fellow 
man? This claim of at least nine-tenths of the people of this coun- 
try to the right of Suffrage in returning members to Parliament, 
so fair—so reasonable—and withal so clearly the natural right ° 
every man, that in my opinion, any one, even attempting to devy it 
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ust be either profoundly ignorant, or profoundly wicked ; or, ac- 
onli {o'thie-commron ’plirase either rogue or fool. The most ra- 
jonah new tidy Ui fer about inatters of opinion, or they may squabble 
wit religion #8 Tohg ‘as /they lke, (and what does it matter, if they 
it? pHutthisis a subject that cannot’ admit of a doubt 
weve be tie forwof government already established, whether a 
yindiclfy or’a’ Repablie, for itica signify verylittle, whether the 
iefnaigistrate be called King, or President, ' provided he is consti- 
tated Wand acts for, the benefit of the people. Well, you will'sa 
witah’sée nothing? in-this doctrine that countenances the buodtiels: 
joi Ufproperty)-which’you have been taught to believe the Kadicals 
sinted) ©! No} inddam, it is not an equality of property, b ights 

i tmudam), 0 y of property, but of rights 
iat wé“ard eontending for, aud ‘those who would propagate imsinua- 
ons tthe ‘eontrary,as the wish of any. portion of the Radical Re- 
himer’s, “are only ‘persons who feel they deserve, what they pretend 
tnbe'so metich afraid of. What have good ‘men’ to fear from either a 
Reon ot Revolution >) If ‘they are; possessed of . property honestly 
acquired; “it will to a certainty be better protected under a reformed 
eovrhment; than’ by the present; and to all persons destitute of pro- 
maya god govertiment will give them an opportunity of acquirin 
itby honest ‘industry, which it is ‘impossible at present. It is vii 
dishonest people, and those who’ live on the public plander, who have 
any thing'tofear from a Radical Reforin; extortioners, usurers 
commissioners, and gatherers of taxes, placemen, lawyers, bailiffe— 
nondpéliséts of corn and game, and above all, tithe-eating priests, 
wil most assuredly have a stop put to their means of robbing the 
bouriig "poor, whenever ‘we get a Parliament that is determined to 
aa aeene TO ALL. 

Pinust conclude by assaring you, that the book you lent me, 1 
nol at all calculated to shake cn totdiens on Theology: it might do 
a ela hands of a relapsed or wavering Christian ; 
etal e required to be pushed up to the standard of 
hbide ancien ristians point out; but to those who have im- 

pen of Paine, and who endeavour to make the laws of 
hindoue a guide, it is completely useless. In return for your 
ness) b'tequest your acceptance (for a month) of the Political 
udtited of Thomas Paine; and, at the end of that 

“only to exact from you an answer to the following ques- 


ep are of ere sure your natural disposition to do: good, and — 
‘ab 


¢areer of'error; (and which ituation in life, gi 
reer ; your situation in life, gives you 
une advautage;) will prevent you from Salanee Have, 
bb thes it, been greatly deceived by religious people: with re- 
May character and: principles of thomas Paine? Be:candid, 
We inthe o s that: honesty is the best policy, for most assuredly 
ttnyeals 7 nd,'brings its own punishment, as well as virtue its own 
3 I remain, with the greatest respect, yours; &c: 


ROBERT ARMSTRONG. 
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1? BH moi i feo VOB IDOOATIW Vib QO Yaka \ 


wot off fo bose: mii Vierise of .9V60 Yb WHI stl Jag 


S"Otsd Balloge 2booe ail diy 


oO 2; ofl Sie yal aia 
TO. MR. glare TURNER, BLACKING«MAKER, LON. 


, DONAROAD;01 AND) PO DHR“UNDERSIG RED GENTLE. 
‘ioMEN tuo DIATEM BV ad of ms99e2 uot 'wel sili Yo fonh 
16q ° hid9ge g D92e297DD6 Wer HOY 2s 2 YOTY sgt ti! Iq Woy 


09 00% “ROBERT CA PBELL) 1U52>baia dou Road, 
say onl VGRORGE SMITH H TOD i ft: itl Donn elas all 
» is ME NICHOLS: tot i rie M1926 OF i l 
i805 SAMPSON? i Aa ie ni 
bol 2° SA MURR “LON GMORE. 31: Lon on Bae 
five VOD! PADSWEELS 7, ditto. fenind ea: ay 

1128 -CMPTURNER? 115: 'ditto, oddes Bi 

os D0 4JAMES BEDWELL, M6, en: agate sp 

9 OF THOMAS ' HODGSKIN, 3 en 

oy JOHN | GOODBURN, 117, ditto,’ ota 
08 D°NOSEPH COOK, ditto, , i lly 
oS OW LYLEWELT, 4} ditto. ae 

paid * JOHN ELISON ROGERS, 3, ditto. * 

“ PHOM'AS LONGMORE, 1, ditto. 
> FREDERICK WATSON, ditto, 

4 OBOPOVEDE, 197, ditto. 

W790 OIG JENKINS, 103, and 107, ‘ditto, 
“REUBEN” GRAY, Prosp éct Place. | 
OWE TAM PL ASKET, ? 2, London Road. 

“SB AOWELL, ditto. 
oe 9 (WAGEIAM SMEED. 37, ditto, 

329 “JOHN TURNER, il, ditto, 

10? “JAMES TODD, 16, ditto: 

ITD CHARLES DOWER, 6, ditto. 

ig9 H.IGEOVER, ‘17, ditto. 
CHARLES FRANC IS, 7, ditto. 
JOSHUA PL ETCHER, 17, ditto. 





wva jared ri 


GHAtHEUeN, ETI MES AS 4 No. 12, ‘London Road. 
P ADDRESS you ‘Mit! letter, j ia answer to that which you haye been at 
the dtouble ‘df’ ete among, the ‘inhabitants, of the borough, 
and’ Wh You state Hine ou retained from Mr. "Ehomas. Harper, 
Minwte?' of! the Gosp sé] ha’ recommends ‘the adopting of those 


measttes therein’ spdcificar “You appear, Gentlemen, to be so de- 
termined to act’ up'to the principles. of piefy,. ‘that this Minister has 
recommended, ' that you have linked yourselves. together, as his tool, 
to proséciite an’ the poor “ barrow-women, fruit-sellers, butchers, 
bakers; &t.” who shall dare to violate the Sabbath, or ANY PART 
THEREOF, by selling any of their goods, or merchandize, howeve! 
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be, and without 
perishable they may De, any consideration, as 
peans that the butcher may have, to satisfy the demand of na 
gatherer, with his goods spoiling before his face, while he is prohi 
hited fro@al offering FOr Aale, itader bdr threatening cirealar,' 16 de a 
gens pag Sines thee ids nn fortddery baled ae 
analy BOP als Fi ‘4 | am tfidds teadesivan for Gvery vffetee| as 
by authority of the law. - You seem to have marked out the ®atch- 
ws, as your principal prey; as you have addressed a specific para 
ph tothem. . But, under -what met 8 infl P * 
barked in thi ¥ ibs ‘Vitfaindy rajegt { ey vence; (have you em- 
w which it is possible to on e, g¢t 4) dihere are aly two motives 
IDE, FOUR sca in this diabglical cause 
(namely, ) that of robbing. the h est and industri ’ 
seizures and {i es 5 a Col bot , ° a ustrious tradesman, by 
bya priest : « a Dia tart Me A MONT REP HIDES, ney 
wperstiTioN. 1 will supposé tie meee <a agglecoierd 
wtso odious according to the geu ale F COPS POPPY MES, as it is 
wider the influence of an BN estrshican SPREE fron, of pmankind, and 
Para. Pececn, Hortiey hak. An preceptor. , Dheterrific epis- 
have republished, 1s a ly caleul ae byoyAy, and) which you 
ay weak mind which alae Bi shee produce that etiect upon 
therefore, consider you as deleted oe ave bad.uponiyours; and I, 
view that I offer you my hambl . vents anise vi tere with this 
ad superstitious impreecte Inet Becca to remoye, the alarming, 
have made upon your mental hucalties. 1 Harper'gc¢pistle seems to 
ithis dismal predictions, neither teri Mang sree eo Sirs, 
are so weak —f, i ie a Tor ot a » li any\t e be, who 
iast inclined ee emule must that, wan bes; who feels the 
ve have all great’ t dheibel ti roa 6 Bc au ea ale : * That 
wumber of po ides Were bate‘ ae seabed) because a 
| aepepag cr gor apn ac dper aroas 
Raa pled the cnccun fo. eee eee te ed meee 
a ans for others ,to,take a ride ‘ 
quently a littl : rey oN a ride, and conse- 
pro ropepie re Bmp edly tall 
and th oe AS SO AIT rpen’s epistle ; 
sich we wk . i crying sins that, he seems to ,be. il a fon 
Surely, there te wotea th nap Divine displeasure | ‘ 
tiles of Parson Har ni payee the borough, (except the above dis- 
uso depraved a h per,) so despicably ignorant, as to be frightened 
Ai ig ypocrite, as to pretend to be frightened, b this 
‘bear atis hrown among us l tnt : y s 
, of ‘t mA mong us. Let us entertain more consistent 
there are'any bie. Naat dates of the, Supreme, Bejing 5 and 
merch etn er cr da RL ea a 
ARH TR aS Be eee ta aetg an the Divine 
ne THE UR Teche eater, et Be anawne, Hf, these, be 
ber # Sinai thera {0 ‘thé ‘Almighty, than a few men dcinkin 
bir ids thes. Chat inde and‘others pursuing ap honest course > 
taxes, and $u Q Te ae: D honest, course, to 
Wust that man’ be. n wie ort their families ? W hat a base hypocrite 
oer an alarm, ‘ho pretends to make those things the. basis of 
ltorious as God sy! phe dread of God's displeasure ;, when it is.as 
ot aveg past ? The gost that this has been the invariable practice 
amusement. in oe ay is peculiarly set apart for rest, pleasure 
’ er countries, particularly in France, and there 
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the Divine displeasure has never manifested itself against the open 
lay-houses, balls, and masquerades, &c. that are crouded to excess, 
on the hallowed day of rest, or day of cessafion from labour, called 
Sabbath. Y aaITedy WTI ‘ | 
If, indeed hre'bd Way HERE % a plebOMe And! Die Wrath fr 
the awful, and growing evil, as your minister calls it ; surely no evil 
on earth, and no sin that the human heart can devise, is so calcu- 


lated.to excite these, appalling. ap psiens, as those abominable 
sins which.are pyagtised: hy the, Right Reverend Father in God!. The 
sodomirs Of some, and the, rapes,;aud, Seductions af thers, even upon 
the, persons of .ebildren! and. that, to sp ll ene by far 
more, awiul, than the crime itself,, where t gnane sot od, is, most 
blasphamausly, profaned, and made the yehigle, or. auxiliary, to, faci- 
Woe ¢ Wilainous; projects, of wicked) priests, are, traly, alarming. 

hether is the greater evil, the pursuit of sodomy,, rape, seduction, 
and rpbbery,) gr, the sale of, food ?,, Away, then, with your sophistical 
jargon sad subterfuge, about the awful and, growing. evil among, ho- 
nest. trades-people—of ibe, poor man drinking ona. Sunday, morving 
— and, stages affording others the means of taking a ride; cheer up, 
you,poor, deluded fanatics, and think not, that, a just and merciful 
God, will, punish, us, no, not even, for. the sins, of bishops and priests, 
or, for the card-playing,, and alk yices that are, eontinoally. practised 
on,the Sunday, at the west end of Loudon, by, those debauchees, who 
riot upon the spoils, of this over-taxed country, ,. Cease your vindic- 
tive spirit of persecution, by. which, you suppese that you are serving 
God.--Snatch., asunder, those, mental chains, ;of, bigotry and super- 
stition, With which yeu are bound by the cunning subtlety of design- 
ing priests, and he not dismayed, you poor pitiful enthusiasts, at the 
dismal, predictions of God's wrath upon you, for the offences of others, 
God is.to9,just to punish the innocent for even the enormous depra- 
vity of; priests,.. He is too mighty, powerful, and just, to suffer the 
guilty to escape, and to visit the sins of fathers open their innocent 
children, or the sins of Fathers-in-God upon the people. Fear not, 
you dupes of,superstition, we shall not. be visited, by a Sodom and 
Gomorrah, storm, which you so obviously appear to, dread. 
Af, poor Richard, the blacking-maker, should really entertain these 
notions of God's partial judgments, how, wretched must his poor 
wind, be, under the dread of, bearing. all the sin,of Sunday morning 
shoe-blacking, with his matchless composition, not, excludivg the 
unbaalowed practice, of shaving on the hely Sabbath, by the refulgent 
lustre of his,liquid and, past¢, 1 am, however, in¢lived to think, that 
this, man, is aidistenibling hypocrite, however sincere the, other, off- 
cious fanatics, may, he... They, 1 believe, buf,tog much resemble chil- 
dren, whojare, frightened. at, ihe name of ,bob-goblins,, and, buga- 
boos, and will hide their faces im their nurses Japs: so let, then, 
every-lupt of;, Superstitions bug-hears, bide, their heads under, the 
mantle of, she iodern Balaam’s, whilst, the latter keeps them, blind- 
folded, and rifle {beir pockets, , 

I am, Gentlemen, Sy 
An Enemy to Priest-craft, Hypocrisy, and Superstition, 
: - JAMES GREEN ACRE. 
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cisdds 
_ iol Re hi ABM Re PORCHESTER, C401, owe 
‘vod qlee - tf alien 193eiaion woy 26 liva varwors bas lutwe 9: 
189 04 @f vetvab usd 3189d asmud 91) isd! ate o ba > MIiB9 A 
— gzoil 26 .2f WOctibey' 93 
x, dD ai wis’ pont 1} ates alegre se 1982,” 
ip2't6 8d — “pes have “again remitted to’ yor" dat 
a wan ab ust, ‘criél, atid’ ettorindus fives; Ime 
hare jtibl in OPENTONS bhly anid those’ stich 
pete oftd: Out biiemies’ ate: Well aware “Of “HE nee 
oa ee P'thitig' Which tehds to illatié ‘the’ fitihd’ ‘of 
matt? TY ~a Oppression’ cannot exist, where the oppressed 
ea ¢ A ‘theif hatural’ rights ‘na privileges ‘those 
in aoe ‘Kiowledee has beamed its powerful rays." 
phe devere Nenténee ander whith you suffer, we cannot but 'cbin- 
blow Struck ‘at All whe avow theniselves averse to the pre= 
ied tytn We would, therefore, tall upon ailiwho 
pai © Cause of ‘LibEdTY,; to Come forward and <ttente 
“ seed in Support of HIM, who has so nobly advo- 
Pittents; by contrboting towards the payment of those 
eats: tevied only for thi purpose“ of suppressing’ the liberty 
Fe Devo “What? ‘will the ¢reat body of Reformers’ per- 
éntinies‘of ‘the haman race to’ triumph, by consi¢fiing the 
rt has stodd foremost in their ranks; and braved the énemy to 
fééth; td ‘perpetual imprisonment! > Let hot! so gross ‘a stain 
be atached to: at ‘character of those calling themselves Reformers, 
mt “alti, associating, and enlightened age! Assistitig those 
ito Have &¢ bravely withstood the power of oppression, is but the 
pein Se imperative duty towards them, and a proof that our 
et era with our professions. 
hrs ysical freedom, it is requisite to cast from us the 
wa, mefita? thraldom'; ‘being convinced that superstition, and 
» Catt 'have'nd tesidence in the breast of the maii, determined 
be “ syn tet ‘ate,’ indeed, the true’ and loyal subjects of dés- 
belay sei which assist tyrant to’ mount his throne,’ there- 
a 


‘none of it.” ’ 
ma capt” heights of L iberty appear of an' immeasurable 








the’ abys’’ of slavery in which we aré’'plunged! ’ But, 
It ‘arid ragged, they may yet be attainéd: © Who shall 
ation Heter ited! to to bé free; The spint’ of’ freedom gives 
afiraived ih it8 defence: « "tis d tower of strength” 
| ‘ole il opposition. 
abt tem of government with an elective magistracy, 
and ‘to’ ‘ont an vibe of establishing permanent felicity 
ties BE liberty to the nation ; to attain Which should be the 
vour of all who wish or deserve to be free. 








688 THE REPUBLICAN. 


In the example of Spain, the futility of adopting what is called , 
moderate Reform is sufficiently demonstrated! Jn what has Spain 
yet benefited by the change? Her present state is unhappy indeed 
neither will it be otherwise, while that prince of Charlatans, Ferdi. 
nand, the embroiderer, is permitted: to remain at liberty with the 
name of king. lis intrigues with the priesthood, who are ready to 
enter into any of his projects, however base and dishonourable, wil] 
involve them in incessant’commotions, if not ultimately destroy the 
Constitution, and restore the reign of Despotism, and Inquisitorial 
terror. 

Reformers of all denominations, if you would be free, if you have 
the general welfare of your country at heart; ;if you delight not in 
the sacrifice of human blood, acknowledge the principles of govern- 
ment laid down by the philanthropic Paine, asthe only basis on 
which a FREE, HAPPY, AND PERMANENT CONST:TUTION CAN BE 
FORMED. 

Freedom and monarehy, are so directly opposite ; so great is the 
antipathy which exists between them, that it is impossible they can 
ever amalgamate. ‘The appendages of royalty, and the glittering 
attractions of that school of vice and profligacy—a court, may have 
sufficient charms to excite the admiration of those ‘ gay, fluttering” 
but noxious insects that frequent it; but when we consider the im- 
mense sums taken from the pockets of the industrious, the number 
of wretched beings dragged from their much-loved families, incarce- 
rated in filthy dungeons, whose little aLLs have been seized by the 
rapacious hand of the tax-gatherer, to support the extravagances of 
a monarch—to supply him with such dear bought baubles, aud 
for the maintenance of those idle DRoNEs, the ARISTOCRACY, whose 
existence is derived from the vitals of the public weal; it must strike 
every, reflecting mind with regret and abhorrence ; rouse those latent 
sparks of patriotism which have too long lain dormant in the breasts 
of Englishmen, and cntorce the necessity of adopting such measures 
as shall ensure the tranquillity of the. nation, and the protection and 
happiness of each individual. 

A code of laws must be formed that shall protect the property of 
all, and prevent “ villains” from ‘fattening on the poor man’s 
labour,” The poet admirably depicts the present state of this coun- 
try, when, speaking of Venice, he says 


“ We've neither safety, unity, or peace, 

For the foundation’s lost of public good ; 

Justice is lame, as well as blind, amongst us ; 

The laws, (corrupted to their ends that make ’em,) 
Serve but as instruments of some new tyranny, 
That every day starts up to enslave us deeper.” 


The truth of the foregoing assertion is, alas! but too apparevl. 
But not to occupy more of your time, I conclude, (in behalf of the 
whole) wishing You, your Wife, and truly affectionate Sister, ™4Y 
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; Cet oi at: 
pr y Clapham friends have my sincere thanks for 
litit second» subseriptios,; -but the pressure of matter upon 
wy pages) compels ‘n me to ask an excuse trom a formal 
ig . wh oaee 
HAM Gite A otied Baers R. CARLILE. 
di 6B RG 
Wadi OF! oto 
DME per?) - 


ya Rie Ao: 
‘SaOR. R. CARLIE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


ih PMR BK Ee.) 
GEE BIOL. 


Wie : Huddersfield: 

HetetOwy “your witinibe of the Republican, of the 4th of Vetober, 
I /wAP put into try hand, in which number I saw a letter by Mr. 
Anita’ Batty ‘of Castleton. hope you will grant me’ theindul- 
tieeOP iddtessing a line to him through the same ‘medium (the 






~S  Sctios. me © 
w “OAD 000 





























Republican ) 

; sy Ae. pea? dT remain, Sir, your Well-wisher, © 

Hedy inde amin, THOMAS SHEPHERD, 
To MR. BATTY, © 9s) 

Pe, 


iI “nad aenneta: Castlegate, 12th Octobe, 1822, 
‘t have lately had’an: opportunity of seeing a letter in the Repub- 
rine your Signature, and mentioning my name, l hope you 


. . sn ; hded at the liberty Pam now taking, as it is nét my 


‘a word at*which ‘I should’ be offended; if addressed 
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In a}yading to your letter in the, Republican of the 4th October, 
1822, 1, shall only notice that, part in which you have mentioned my 
DAF jisg 13hIOge VU 197 4d3 (COLD MUSNIIG vs 

‘Now, do you belieye,, that, vature unaided ean’ produce any thing 

out of order, or ridiculous? If you do not, your opinion on fiction js 
not well grounded, . You say ,“‘ the, fiction ofa God is taken, from 
the reality, of a sysantyking.”,.df-this be the case, if we suppose the 
extinction of Kings, and then the extinction of the history of kings 
(which naturally follows)ywe might expect that all ideas about God 
and the hke, would be. banished from the minds of men, but the idea 
of & God; cantiot arise from the tyranny of a king at all, because 
those people have an idea of a supreme being, whose king is abso- 
lutely poorer in most cases, than his supposed subjects, and has not 
the least power to tyrannize over them, Nor does it appear likely 
that this idea was taken from a king at all, for we might find people 
in the world now, who have neither kings, nor history, or any know- 
ledge or idea of kings whatever, who still have an idea of a God. 

But, supposing your premises to be true, that the idea of a God, 
was taken from the reality of a king, that there are kings no one 
can deny: but that there always were kings, Ido deny. Now, then, 
if King’s ‘gave rise to the idea of God, what gave rise to the idea of 
kings? How came those people who made the first, to have an idea 
of monarchy, and subjection ?).So0 you see, we have here hold of a 
string of almost endless inquiry, but there is no need of it, for every 
thing has a cause, but where shall we find the cause, ] mean the first 
cause of this idea of government and subjection? You must, accord- 
ing to, your creed, lay the blame on nature; and, in this case, nature 
must be found either violating her own laws or incapable of giving 
and maintaining just, and equitable laws: hence appears the neces- 
sity of‘a being, above what you call Nature, to correct her blunders. 

‘It is‘not the best way of treating subjects, only to give a super- 
ficial plance at some detactied part, or parts; by so doing, we are 
in danger of passing over, unobserved, those important truths which 
those subjects Would be found to contain, were we to take them up 
at their origin, and follow them through all their windings. 

You,say ‘‘man.eannot go out of Nature even in idea;’’ but what 
must. be. done, when.our ideas have travelled as far as Nature Will 
admit, or is capable of answering, and still the mind is full of im- 
pertant inquiry, are we here to abandon subjects, on which so very 
much depends? Are we to suffer the produce of our intelligent winds 
to lay in heaps unanswered and unnoticed? If a question be pro- 


posed 1o’my mind, which nature is inadequate to answer, and of 


which I feel myself meapable, where must I go for its solution, 
(according to-the’laws of reason ?) 1 must conelude, there must bean 
intelligent being of moré extensive knowledge than myself. 

If there be no intelligent being which we dan behold, what shall 
we say of; Nature? | Sheas incomplete, imperfect, incapable of solv- 
ing her own problems. Now, Sir, for a moment fix your eye ona 
well-constructed, but complex machine, you see its movements, at 
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stich you feel a degree of surprise, (if-you be not a mechanic) and 
et you cannot ask one question, relative to any one part of that 
sgehine, Which the mechanic Cannot answer, by another part of the 
ane machine. It is one complete’ whole, in which you can find no 
waaswerable problems, = ves 
if then, there be no being in the universe greater than man (as 
su say) how can questions be proposed which the highest heing in 
vature cannot answer mo owe att : 
Br ie Be ' Tam, Sir, Yours respectfully, 

i aks “THOMAS SHEPHERD. 





DBSERVATIONS ON THE FOREGOING LETTER 
- BYR. CARLILE. 





Itisnot worth while to leave this very weak headed letter 
or formal refutation by Mr. Batty, (which I am satisfied he 
vould do effectfully within a quarter of an hour of: reading 
i) as I can crack this opinion of Mr. Shepherd’s as it 


His first point is an assertion that a knowledge or an idea 
God was in existence before Kings were in existence, 
rhence he infers, in reply to Mr. Batty, that the idea of 
lings could not suggest the idea of a God, as the latter idea 
lishad a prior existence. Where is his proof of this?, In 
that book of history, but the fabulous Bible, will he find 
teuthe assertion? It is vain to refer us to savage tribes, 
Weause their ideas cannot possibly be held up as a guide for 
‘Scientific man,’nor can we trace the source of the traditions. 
beiote we say there is an intelligent being superior to man, 
"eought to be prepared with some proof, which I challenge 
wy Man to produce, whilst the absence ‘of that proof, is 
Woof sufficient for the reverse of the proposition, or that 
lee is no such a being. I can be content to admire the 
seat and wonderful operations of matter, without attributing 
uelligence to the Almighty Power by whicb it acts. All 
welligence is circumscribed, being nothing more than the 
a of an organization of materials: therefore, to attribute 

to the infinity of matter is truly ridiculous, itis a most! pre- 


ne notion. . If we attribute intelligence to the infinity 
én ler, or the Almighty Power, it would be a just infer- 


liven say, from what we see on this planet, that that in- 
n 


ce,asa whole, was malevolent towards its parts. For- 
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tunately, we can acquit the Almighty Power of this charge, 
upon the ground, that malevolence is confined to design, sen- 
sation, and intelligence, neither ef which properties does the 
former possess, as they are wholly confined to animal ar- 
rangements. 

When: Mr: Shepherd, says: “ but what must be done, 
wheti our ideas have travelled as far as nature will admit, or 
is capable of answering, and still the mind is full of import- 
ant enquiry,” he should have stated a case, and have shewn, 
in answer to Mr. Batty, how the thing was possible. Nature 
does not answer questions nor create problems, as Mr. Shep- 
herd has assumed. Mr. Batty, was perfectly rigbt in say- 
ing we bad no, ideas but such as were the associations of for- 
mer sensations. Let Mr. Shepherd, state an instance to the 
contrary, and if he cannot, to him, the absence of that in- 
stance is a proof of the correctness of his opponent. 

Nature is a word, that does not admit of any correct defi- 
nition. All wecan explain it to be is, the changes and ope- 
rations of matter; therefore, to taik about questions that 
** Nature is inadequate to answer,” and about her being “in- 
complete, imperfect, and incapable of solving her own pro- 
blems” is arrant nonsense—words without meaning. Nature 
is equal to every thing we behold, or of which we have any 
idea, consequently, to our views of matter, she is Almighty, 
and still offers us not the least proof of intelligence and de- 
sign. Matter has peculiar properties and is necessitated to 
act according to its several powers and adaptations. It so 
far differs from a machine made with hands, that the one }s 
a power per se, uncontrouled and uncontroulable, the other is 
a limited power the result of intelligence, and limited ia its 
actions by human skill, consequently, controulable and 
controuled. 

In tracing a series of causes we can find solid footing no 
where but in the material world; the moment we feign a 
cause that is not known, that cannot be proved, we launch 
on the ocean of doubt without any guide to steer by. Spl 
ritualists are the only real sceptics. A Materialist passes no 
where beyond the ¢erra firmu of certainty: he is no sceptic, 
because he assumes nothing that is doubtful, he meddles 
with nothing incomprehensible. ' 

lam not aware that any thing has been left untouched in 
Mr. Shepherd’sletter. It did not contain a serious question. 

I should be glad to hear whether Mr. S. has yet disco- 
vered a materiality that cannot be seen or handled. 
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TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL... ._ 





Sunday not Sabbathy Ooi 7, 1822, 
: of Jesus the Jew, aud AGth of the, ., 
Independence ofthe United States 

frien OF MANKIND, Republic of North America, | 
gcetve the thanks of a true’ Republican, and what‘ a Christian 
wild call an ultra Infidel. Ihave long admired your honest and 
waoly conduct in boldly and plainly. speaking and’ writing what 
su mean, Besides the dishonesty, | think it a very round about 
nyto indulge peoples prejudices for the purpose of dispelling them. 
lknow many of our Scotsmanites and Radicals here who talk about a 
(oystitutional reform, but I find it is as difficult to convince them that 
ach measures as the Corn-Bill, or the late Six Acts are the only mea- 
wes of reform, we ean expect under the present Constitution, as it 
wuld be fo make a Republican of a servile royalist. J have, seen 
IriRobert Owen, and others, applauded by hundreds of persons 
mile holding forth on religious toleration, &c, but when it was dis- 
wwered, that what they had heard was founded on Atheism, it ap- 
pared to me, that Mr. Owen. would have had just as many adherents 
ihehad set their idol God, and all his relations at defiance. Yes, 
Mr, {think your road to reform is honest, and the shortest. [think 
lie Rephblican form of Government which Paine advised, which 
most all America has adopted; which is making rapid progress in 
lirope, and which you so well advocate, is the only form of 
Government under which a people may expect fair play: In Repub- 
iran’ New York, where prineipally owing to the lightness of taxation, 
lowld. save as much after deducting all ordinary expences, as | 
‘ai gaitebere; | rented a house at £16 sterling a year and all the 
lies amounted to no more than three shillings; but here, in Britain, 
there only a few of the rich and nobles have votes, or the power of 
‘1g the law and tax-makers; my rent is £5 and the taxes 
mun t0 One pound twelve and sixpence. When one talks of these 
bing®, it is often remarked, that it is true, we are shamefully taxed 
uid raled by a set of tyrants, but there is no use in vexing ourselves, 
we may talk till our faces grow black before thosé who’ live on 
“spoil will regard us. 1 think this a véry mistaken notion, und my 
iS tather to talk till we make ‘the faces of all concerned iv our 
‘pression red, if possible. There is nothing they dread ‘so much as 
hg about these things, and that was the reasow they raised, the 
Wospenny pamphlets that talked so much about them to, sixpence. 
They Well knowsthat if Government is much talked about, they 
ee lalked out of all countenance in a short time, and,a Repub- 
overnment established which puts it out of any man’s power 

Clal wrong. 








- 
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I rejoice to see that you have published a pocket edition of the 
‘* Age of Reason,” | have often been about to give you the hint 
to do'so.. 1 am happy at being informed by a friend that you jin. 
tend publishing such an edition of Mirabaud; indeed, I think it ep 
excellent plan, and 1 hope you will find it cenvenient to publish a 
ocket edition of every valuable Republican and Deistical work, par. 
ticularly the ‘* Rights of Man,” ‘ Doubts of Infidels,” * Jehovah 
Unveiled,”’ &c. 
If you think I have said any thing of use, I shall be proud of 
being recorded one of the labourers in Liberty’s cause. 


THOMAS FINLAY, Cabinet Maker, 
GO, Waterloo Buildings, Edinburgh. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 





Sir, 
Tue Edinburgh Zetetic Society, having signified a wish to communicate with the 
London Zetitics, I am desired to express their entire approbation of such a mea- 
sure, and to request, throug! the medium of the Republican, that such communi- 
cation be directed to No. 5, Water Lance, Fleet Street, for ‘‘ The London Zetetie 
Society.” 


Yours, &c. 
G. PHILLIPS, Secretary. 








ISRAEL VINDICATED. 





(Continued from Page 608.) 


The attempt, .dear Isaacs, to prove Jesus the Messiah, by 
bringing forward a genealogy of his descent from David, 
was evidently intended ,for the conviction of our nation. 
But he must have been a very shallow mortal, indeed, who 
could suppose, that either of the genealogies contained 10 

‘the Nazarene books, was calculated to produce this effect. 
Instead of having that tendency, the more they are perused, 
the greater isthe perplexity and doubt which they occasion, 
even supposing Jesus to have been generated like al] other 
children. But when it is seen that it is considered altogether 
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, supernatural affair; that the agency of man was not em- 
h ed in the production of the child, this attempt can be 


a in no other. light:than as an insult to the understand- 


ings of our nation. — . , 
itisnot my intention to give you a detail of the many ri- 


jculous and contradictory stories which have been promul- 
rated respecting the birth of Jesus. These you will find in 
ije Talmud, in the ‘Toldus Jeschut, in the writings of Celsus, 
but more at length in the Tela Jgnaa Satan, published by 
Wagenselii. I have lately seen another book, of the same 
eadency, entitled, “ Historia Jeschuce Nazareni,” with the 
imprint of ** Lugduni Batavorum, 1705.” The author, Joh.. 
jac. Huldrico Figurino, who lived about 600 years ago, dif- 
ers considerably from ail the other writers, as to the cireum- 
tances connected with the birth of Jesus. He, however, 
agrees with them in stating, that Jesus was considered at a 
very early period, the fruit of an illicit connection with his 
nother. Whatever may be in this, 1 see no reason for be- 
leving that he was conceived in the way represented by the 
Nazarenes. I agree with those of our nation, who take it for 
granted, such a person existed, that his conception was simi- 
lar to that of all our species, and that he came into the 
world like the children of other people. 

[have also recently perused a modern work, which I no- 
ticed in former letters, entitled, ‘‘ Ecce Homo; or a Critical 
Inquiry into the History of Jesus Christ,” and in which the 
writer goes deeper into the discussion than is done in any 
other book extant. The author, I am informed, was prose- 
cuted by the Nazarene bishops of London, for this publica- 
tion, without their deigning to answer it, although, from its 
evident tendency to subvert all religious establishments, and 
the great mass of well authenticated facts which it contains, 
itwell merited some notice from the pen of one or other of 
that highly dignified and profoundly learned body. ‘These 
“Right Rev. Fathers in God,” seem to bave thought, that 
twas far easier to suppress the book by punisbing the wri- 
ler, than to attempt answering it, which would have ‘given 
| bim a2 opportunity of disseminating more widely the opi- 
tioushe had advanced. Ajthough Ecce Homo, dear Isaacs, 
i levelled as much against our nation, and our law, as 
alust the Nazarenes, and, on that account, cannot be res- 
pected by a descendant of Abraham: yet, as it contains 
ina’ pertinent remarks, which, independent of all religious 
stinctions, cannot but be acceptable to every inquirer aiter 
"uth, I have hitherto made extracts from it when I consider- 
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ed them illustrative of the point under discussion; a prae- 
tice to which I shall adhere, until I have closed this corres. 
pondence. ‘The following observations of this writer upon 
what the Nazarenes call the tmmaculate conception, seem 
entitled to consideration :-— 

‘‘ Whether these histories, or, if they will, Rabbinical 
fables, be true or false, it is certain that the narrative of St. 
Luke, if not stripped of the marvellous, will always present 
insurmountable difficulties to the minds of the incredulous. 
They willask, how God, being a pure spirit, cculd oversha- 
dow a woman, and excite in her all the movements necessary 
to the production of a child? They will ask, how the divine 
nature could unite with the nature of a woman? They will 
maintain that the narrative is unworthy of the power and 
majesty of the Supreme Being, who did not stand in need of 
employing instruments, as ridiculous as indecent, to operate 
the salvation of mankind. It will be thought, that the Al- 
mighty should have employed other means for conveying 
Jesus into the womb of his mother; he might have made him 
appear on the earth, without needing to be incarnate in the 
belly of awoman. Butthere must be wonders in romances, 
and especially in religious ones. With Christians, Jesus is 
born of a virgin, impregnated by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost, and she remains a virgin after that operation! inca- 
pable of elevating themselves to God, men have made him 
descend to their own nature!! Such is the origin of all 
incarnations, the belief of which is spread throughout the 
world. 

“ All the wouders, however, which precede the birth of 
Jesus, are terminated by a very natural occurreuce. At the 
end of nine months his mother is delivered, like all other 
women: and after so many incredible and supernatural 
events, the Son of God comes into the world like other 
people's children. This conformity in birth, will ever oc- 
casion the the surmise of a conformity in the physical causes 
which produced ehe son of Mary. Indeed, the supernatural 
can only produce the supernatural; from material agents 
result physical effects; and they maintain in the schools, 
that there must always be a parity of nature between cause 
end effect *.”’ 

Farewell, dear Isaacs; may the God of our fathers bless 
and prosper you. 


NATHAN JOSEPH. 


* Ecce Homo, p. 45, 46, 47. 
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LETTER XVII. 


\juration of the Wise Men—Other Circumstances connected with the 


girth of Jesus—Contradictory N arratives of the Gospels—Circumcision 
inf Presentation of Jesus in the femple. 


Dear Isa ACs, , 
rissaid by the Hon. Elias Boudinot, that “ wise men, 


kings, from theieast, came from a remote distance in Asia, 
fr beyond the Jewish territory, and acknowledged him to 
eborn king of the Jews, and did obeisance to him; wor- 
shipping and presenting him with gifts, gold, frankincense, 
ud myrrhg after the manner of the kings of Asia.” —Now I 
mot discover from the Nazarene books, that the persons 
sho are said to have thus done homage to the infaut Jesus, 
vere denominated kings. Mark and John take no notice of 
tecircumstance atall. Matthew says, that they were “ wise 
nea; and Luke of whom, it is said, that he was anu “ eye 
sitsesses from the beginning,” ‘‘ had perfect understanding 
things from the very first,” so as to enable him “ to write 
wlo Theophilus in order ;” says nothing either about kings 
about wise men. He speaks indeed of ‘‘ shepherds abid- 
ug in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night,” 
bwhom an angel had announced the birth of Jesus, and 
ag same shepherds paid a visit to the babe at Beth- 
eM aU 
Matthew also speaks of a star, by which, he says, the 
mse men were guided to and from the place where Jesus 
ras born; of king Herod and all Jerusalem, being troubled 
Whearing these things; of that monarch’s assembling the 
tief priests aud scribes of our nation, to know where Jesus 
Wis to be born; of Herod’s sending for, and inquiring of, 
Wise men when the star appeared, and directing them 
bring him word where the child was, that he might go 
“and Worship him also;” of the wise men’s departure with- 
amine to Herod; of the flight of Joseph and Mary 
lhe child into Egypt; of Herod’s rage when he found 
. men did not return; and of the terrible revenge 
ich that prince took in murdering ‘all the children that 
"ein Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two 


a and under,” expecting thereby to slay the infant 


lf 


*e these occurrences really took place, as is stated in the 
attributed to Matthew, how-can we account for no 
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mention of them being made in the books ascribed to the cb 
other three Evangelists? ‘The star must have been seey by 


others besides the wise men, else how should Herod haye J 
heard of it? The arrival of these wise men, too, was a matter wi 
so notorious, that ad/ Jereusaiem, as well as Herod, was in 4! 
commotion on that account. As true and faithful historians, mi 
neither Mark, Luke, nor John, could omit noticing these let 
remarkable occurrences; yet we not only find them over- the 
looking them altogether, but actually maintaining a pro- Ch 
found silence as to the massacre of the children of Bethle- nt 


hem, and the consequent flight of the “ holy family ” into del 
Egypt. Either the account given by Matthew is true, orit im 
is false. If true, then the other gospel writers are charge- ! 


able with concealment and partiality, or with ignorance, nh 
which is not allowable in a case where these writers pre- the 
tend to have been inspired by God. If Matthew’s accoun the 


is to be rejected, what shall we say of Mark and of John, the 


















who are altogether silent as to the particulars connected He 
with the birth of Jesus, so minutely related by Luke ?— i 
They commence his history at his baptism, when he is said tra 
to have been thirty years of age, and leave us to conjecture st 
as to how he passed the previous part of his life. Bes 
According to Luke’s Gospel, where every thing is pu Ro 
down “ in order,” the parents of Jesus had him circumcised ery 
according to our law, and when the days of his mother’s of 
purification were accomplished, they brought him to Jeru Ta 
salem to be publicly preseuted to the Lord, and to make the wr 
necessary offering in the Temple. Here he is said to have Lal 
been recognised by a prophet and a prophetess, who openly birt 
announced that the child was the expected deliverer of Is ! 
rael. ‘And when (continues the text) they had performed dar 
all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned 
into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the child 
grew and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, an¢ 
the grace of God was upon him. Now his parents went to 
Jerusalem every year, at the feast of the passover. Avé 
when he was twelve ‘years old, they went up to Jerusale , 
after the custom of the feast *,” Mir 
How is it possible to reconcile this account of Luke-wil! 
what is told in Matthew? In what time did the parents 0! I 
Jesus accomplish all that the law ordained? Wasit before PR 
going into Egypt, or after their return from that country Je 
where, according to Matthew, they had taken refuge dis 









* Luke ii. 21—42. 
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jeter themselves from the cruelty of Herod? Did the 
ntiication of the Virgin, and the presentation of her son 
gfe Temple, take place before or after the death of that 
sieked prince? According to Leviticus, the purification of 
smother, Who had brought a son into the world, was to be 
nade at the end of thirty days. If we could adopt the re- 
ition of the two Evangelists, at what time are we to place 
te coming of the magi from the east, in order to adore 
hist; the anger of Herod; the flight into Egypt, and the 
nisacre of the innocents ?—Either the relation of Luke is 
kiective, or Matthew wished to deceive his readers with 
inprobable tales *. 

What tends to confirm the improbability of the events 
shich are said to have taken place at the birth of Jesus, is 
te silence of Josephus and of Philo. Supposing that both 
ese historians designedly omitted all mention of Jesus, 
ey had no motive for concealing the barbarous cruelty of 
Herod in massacreing the children of Bethlehem. Josephus 
particular, has entered into a very minute detail of the 
rausactions of this prince’s reign, in which he clearly mani- 
ists every desire to expose, rather than conceal his defects. 
besides, as Herod was not absolute master in Judea, the 
Romans would not have permitted him to exercise such 
ttuelties; and if our nation had been persuaded of the birth 
their Messiah, they would not have been accessary to them. 
Teeitus, also, says nothing of this memorable occurrence, 
wt of the taxing (census) of the Roman empire, which 
Lake says was ordered by Augustus, about the time of the 
birth of Jesus, 

Adieu, dear Isaacs; may the God of our fathers abun- 
lly bless you, and multiply your comforts. 


NATHAN JOSEPH. 





LETTER XVIII. 


Miracles of Jesus—Learned M agic from the Egyptians—Miracles ef Abbe 
Paris—Resurrection of Lazarus. 


Dear Isaacs, 
WM the appearance of Jesus in the Temple, at twelve 


‘a of age, when, according to Luke’s Gospel, he had a 
‘pute with our learned Rabbies, in which he is said to 


* Ecce Homo, c. tii. p. 59, 60. 
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have come off triumphant, we hear nothing more of him til] 
he reached his thirtieth year, at which period he commenced 
preaching. “ In the course of his ministry on earth (says 
the president of the Ameliorating Society) he did works 
which no other man ever did. He healed the sick ; he gave 
eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame; he cleansed the 
lepers; he commanded the elements, and they obeyed him: 
in fine, he raised the dead, and commanded evil spirits, and 
they came out of the, possessed, confessing that he was the 
Son of God.” 

You will have observed, dear Isaacs, that in reviewing 
the circumstances connected with the life of Jesus, I argue 
upon the supposition merely, that such a person existed, 
and that the books where these circumstances 2re recorded, 
are authentic memoirs. Were there no other evideuce of 
the imposition, ,than,what arises from the books themselves, 
this would.be sufficient, of itself, to overturn the whole 
Nazarene system. The Gospels, as they are calied, of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, coutain statements, as to 
facts. of the greatest importance, completely subversive of 
each other. Not only, as I have already pointed out, do 
these writers contradict each other respecting the event of 
Jesus’s birth, but in narrating almost every transaction of 
his life, the same contradictions, the same inconsistencies, 
and the same improbable and ridiculous stories prevail. 
Most of the miracles, in particular, said to have been per- 
formed by Jesus, have appeared so absurd, so unmeaning, 
and so contemptible, even to many of the Nazarenes them- 
selves, that they were compelled, in order to avoid the cen- 
sure to which such improbable tales exposed them, to take 
shelter under the allegorical sense, and to deny that the 
miracles were performed as represented. About the begin- 
ning of the last century, a book was published in London 
by a learned Nazarene, called Woolston, in which he con- 
tended, that the accounts of miracles given in the Gospels 
were mere allegories, and that they were considered in this 
light by St. Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Athanasius, 
Tertullian, St. Hilary, Jerome, and other highly distin- 
guished fathers of the Nazarene church. 

It is admitted in the Nazarene books, that Jesus meget’ 
ly avoided performing miracles before the Rabbies, an 
other intelligent men of our nation; that be operated only 
in the presence of the vulgar, who are incapabable of judg- 
ing ; and that he was even accused, by that class, of castits 
out devils by the power of the Devil. Celsus, and other 
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n til] arly writers against Christianity, inform: us, that Jesus, 
uced shile in Egy pt, learned the art of a magician or conjuror, 
says which be afterwards performed certain tricks that, at 
orks yg, excited some surprise, but which were afterwards 
rave und out to be impositions. - If we credit what is said’ in 
| the ie Gospel attributed to Matthew, it cannot be denied that 
im: jays resided some time in Egypt, where, it is more than 
and bable, he acquired some knowledge of magic. It is‘also 
: the ear, from all the Gospels, that very few of our nation, 

spo are said to have witnessed the wonderful works of 
ving js, believed in him on that accodnt; which shows that 
rgue edid not operate by the power of God, for if he had, it 
, sould have been impossible in them to have resisted his 
ed, rill 
e of But it is necessary to seek in the power of magic for a 





muse of the pretended miracles of Jesus, even supposing he 
ud performed the many extraordinary things attributed to 
lin. Almost in our day, when the progress of science has 
mesented a barrier to impositions of this kind, a whole na- 
lon, celebrated for their knowledge and highly cultivated 













do ninds, have been made the dupes of this species of religious 
t of fad. Ina work entitled, Recueil des Miracles del’ Abbe 
Lo Porig, there is an account of a vast number of miracles, 
=; uid to have been performed at the tomb of that saint, in the 
_ thorch-yard of St. Medard, at Paris. The miracles of this 
wl jbé were not performed in secret; they were done 
5) 





wealy, and immediately attested by witnesses before the 
listops’ Court, under the eye of a cardinal of unimpeacha- 
Ne integrity and capacity. ‘Twenty-two rectors, or cures 
if Paris, asserted these miracles to be true, and appealed to 
le whole world as to their indisputable certainty. In one 
islance, the leader of a Nazarene sect attempted to bring 
lsredit on one of the many cures which had been per- 
med. But they were soon * overwhelmed by a cloud of 
niluesses, one hundred and twenty in number, most of them 
Rous of credit and substance in Paris, who gave oath for 

miracle.” The lieutenant of police, Mons. Herault, 
Mose vigilance, penetration, activity, and extensive infor- 
uuon, was known to all France, was invested with full 
MWers, on Purpose to suppress or discredit these miracles ; 

frequent y seized, immediately, and examined the wit- 
88s and subjects of them, but never could find any thing 
ris actory against them. A famous physician, de Sylva, 
ba ca by Mons. Herault to examine a Mademoiselle Thi- 
» Whose cure appeared of a most extraordinary nature. 
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The physician declared, that it was impossible she could 
have. been: so. ill asowas. proved by .witnesses, because jt 
was impossible) she eduld;:im:so short a time, have reco. 
vered so perfectly as he found her. He: reasoned, like g 
mam of. sensey from natural causes; but the opposite party 
told) :him,: that« the: whole was ‘a mitacle,: and that bis eyj- 
dence; was the very best proof of it. 

The Duke de Chatillon, a peer of France, of thé highest 
rank and family, gave evidence of a'miraculous cure, per- 
formed upon one of his servants, who had lived several 
years injhis house with a visible infirmity.: “ At this period, 
(says anveminent writer) no clergy are’ more celebrated for 
strictness of life and: manners, than the secular clergy of 
Frafice, particularly the rectors, or cures, of Paris, who 
bear testimony to these impostures*.” Can it be any way 
surprising, dear Isaacs, that some of: the lower orders of 
our nation, should have been misled by the pretended mira- 
eles of Jesus, when we see men of the highest rank in this 
age, together with Nazarenes of the most enlightened judg- 
ments, yielding their assent.to, and proclaiming the truth of 
miracles believed by thousands to have been perforined at 
the-tomb of a French Abbé. 

. But it is said that the miracles of Jesus surpassed all 
others, for ‘‘ he raised people from the dead.” ‘This alludes 
to what is narrated in the Gospels respecting the daughter 
of Jairus, and of Lazarus, both of whom, we are told, 
were resuscitated from death by the power of Jesus. With 
regard to the daughter of Jairus, it is stated in Mark’s Gos- 
pel, (chap. iv. ver. 39.) “ And when he (Jesus) was come 
in, he saith unto them, why make ye thus ado and weep? 
the damsel is not dead but sleepeth.”—In Luke (chap. vill. 
ver. 52.) it is said, “ And all wept and bewailed her; but 
he said, weep not, she is not dead but sleepeth.”+- Neither 
Matthew nor John say any thing of this affair, which, it is 
evident, from the showing of the other two Evangeiists, was 
not a raising from the dead, but a recovery from a swoo, 
which it is well known young females are subject to al @ 
certain age. . 

as to the resurrection of Lazarus, it is to be observed, 10 
the first place, that none of the writers of the Gospels seem 
to have thought this very extraordinary occurrence deserv- 
ing of their notice, except John. .This omission as toa mr 
racle, which, of all others, was best calculated to establish 


* Hume’s Essays, vol. iii. p. 295. 
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character of their master, justifies the opinion which 
savy have formed, that the whole story is an invention of 
rson who framed the Gospel attributed to John. Se- 
uodly, it is remarked, that Lazarus was an intimate ac: 
tance of Jesus, and the brother of; Mary and Martha, 
iis eonstant associates, who might easily assist, in'a colla- 
gre way, iD giving this transaction a miraculous’ appear- 
ge. ‘Thirdly, the narrative sof Jobn tends greatly! to 
goitm this view of the affair. When the relations of »La- 
yrs first apprised Jesus of the sickness of his favourite, he 
gswered, “ His sickness is not unto death, but for the glory 
(God *.”"—Instead, however, of going to cure Lazarus, or 
ea to visit him, ‘* When he had heard, therefore, that he 
ns sick, he abode two days still in the same place. Then 
iter that, saith he to his disciples, Jet'us go into Judea 
it.” ‘ After that he saith unto them, our friend ‘La- 
uns sleepeth, but I go that | may awake him him out of 
ikep f.”—Now why all this reluctance on the part of Jesus 
proceed forthwith, and deliver the man he “ loved ” from 
be bodily pain which he must have endured previous to his 
decease? It was not necessary, surely, that the “ friend ” 
ifJesus should have been doomed to suffer the pangs of 
jeath, in order to give him an opportunity of working a 
niracle, by raising him from the dead. ‘T'he cemeteries of 
ieRomans, and of our nation, contained subjects enough 
which to operate, had Jesus really intended in this way 
bgive a splendid display of his sovereign power. That he 
sessed no such power, is clearly evident from the manage- 
went that was found necessary in the present transaction. 
The words of Jesus, that Lazarus “ sleepeth,” and that 
‘bis sickness was not unto’ death,” might warrant a suspi- 
‘ou, that he did not actually die, but only assumed the 
pearance of a dead person.. Nevertheless,.we are told, 
tat Jesus himself said “ unto them plainly, Lazarus is 
tad.” But if Lazarus was actually dead, why was he 
wi buried, as was the custom of our nation, in a sepulchre 
‘tof the city, and not in a vault adjoining to his own 
? John endeavours to support the pretended miracle 
“ying, that “ many of the Jews came to Martha and 
locomfort them,” a/ler their brother had been dead 
. ae. But if the death of this man was occasioned 
: my to show the power of Jesus, why were not those for 
°m the miracle was specially wrought called into witness 
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the death of Lazarus? It was necessary that they should 
have seen him die, dead, and embalmed ; that they should 
have felt the smell of his corruption, and that they should 
have conversed with him after his coming out of the tomb, 

It appears from the Nazarene books themselves, that our 
forefathers found such strong marks of knavery in this ni. 
racle, that, far from being converted, they took serious 1 
measures against Jesus, who; having intimation thereof, 
withdrew towards the desert, to a city called E:phraim, 
where he abode with bis disciples. In the mean time, the 
cities and villages were enjoined to refuse him an asylum, 
and the inbabitants to deliver him up to the magistrates, 
in fact, this occurrence occasioned a general proscription 
of the pretended Messiah. On. presenting himself at the 
gates of a town in Samaria, they at first refused to lect him 
pass. He was not permitted-to stop at Jericho, though he 
is said to have given sight to a blind man in that place. 
He, therefore, returned to Bethany, where he was received, 
not by Lazarus, who had évidently been obliged to look 
after his own safety, on account of bis being concerned in 
such an imposture, but, as Matthew affirms, by Simon the 
leper. Lazarus, after his resurrection, appeared no longer 
on the stage. - : 

Farewell, dear Isaacs; may you always be content and 
happy. NATHAN JOSEPH. 


( To be continued. ) 
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To the Friends of Civil and Religious Liberty. 


A Meeting of the Friends of Mr. Richard Carlile will take place on Monday, 
the 4th of November, at the Paul’s Head, Cateaton Street; to take mto conside- 
ration the most effectual means of securing the liberation of Mr. R. Carlile and bis 
Sister, at the exyiration of the terms of their imprisonment. ‘ 

At a time like the present when every effort is made by an interested and bigot- 
ted faction to enslave the mind and subjugate the human race, when Despotsst! 
with her gigantic stride has already marked out the greater portion of the civilize 
world as her prey, and liberty is known only in shadow or in name, it behoves 
every nan to stand forward in support of those principles and privileges which by 
nature are his birth-right, and which can alone preserve him from that state o 
slavery and oppression which the despots of the earth are so actually and so per 
severingly engaged to accomplish. Chair to be taken at 7 o’clock. 


—— 
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